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it should prove of value to all who care for life in its strangeness and 
vastness. Future editions, however, would be improved by the addition 
of an index. 



The Komaunt of the Eose. Rendered out of the French into Eng- 
lish by Geoffrey Chaucer. With twenty illustrations reproduced in fac- 
simile of the original water-color drawings, by Keith Henderson and Nor- 
man Wilkinson, of Four Oaks. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1911. 

Among the noteworthy holiday books is Chaucer's version of The 
Romaunt of the Rose, with " twenty illustrations reproduced in fac- 
simile of the original water-color drawings, by Keith Henderson and 
Norman Wilkinson, of Four Oaks." 

This is a pleasant and taking book, not only to those who know their 
Chaucer and who are always glad to welcome an old friend, but also to 
those who have yet to make his delightful acquaintance. Moreover, in The 
Romaunt of the Rose, " rendered out of the French into English by Geof- 
frey Chaucer," one may read to his edification the sort of short story 
that charmed the lords and ladies of six hundred years agone. It is a 
tale and not a tale, fancy, allegory, morality all combined, with something 
of the naive dream quality preserved throughout. The illustrators have 
been most happy in catching something of the real and unreal, of fancy 
and of actuality, of the times, and of our own reconstruction of the times. 
The picture of the " God of Love " is particularly fanciful and graceful. 
In feeling and color the illustrations are distinctive and beautiful, and 
while they belong, of course, to the Pre-Kaphaelite School, they have, 
nevertheless, a sufficiently marked originality of their own. And though 
the pictures differ in artistic feeling and poetic imagination, yet on the 
whole they are very fairly expressive of the classic work they so finely 
adorn. 



The Book of Love. Essays, Poems, Maxims, and Prose Passages. 
Arranged by Arthur Eansome. New York: Frederick A. Stokes Com- 
pany, 1911. 

Here is still another gift-book, timely and pleasant. Love is a mansion 
of many rooms, ceiled with cedar and painted with vermilion; a song of 
many strains; a doom or a reward, according to the nature of its votary. 
Said Love, the Lord of Nobleness, to Dante, " I am as the center of a circle 
for which all parts of the circumference are equal." But this is love in 
its highest, finest, subtlest revelation. Love is always a word to conjure 
with, and since all men love a lover, Mr. Eansome has done excellently in 
thus bringing together some of the best expressions of the universal feel- 
ing. Nor is this, The Booh of Love, one of those volumes of " Elegant 
Extracts "—that thing of shreds and patches abhorred of lover and book- 
lover alike, for what Mr. Eansome gives he gives in its entirety, even to 
the " Song of Solomon," whose true center of the circumference is, " Set 
me as a seal upon thy heart," but eight lines in all, and yet holding the 
essence of a thousand love-tales. Mr. Eansome's range is wide, including 
both poetry and prose, going from this Song of Songs through times and 



